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TAGS: PFOR, MASS, US, IO, XF 

SUBJECT: TALK WITH PRIME MINISTER 

REF: SECTO 06055 

1. CONVEYED MESSAGE REFTEL TO PRIME MINISTER WHO WAS 
GRATEFRUL. SAYS HE SEES HOPEFUL SIGNS FOR FUTURE AND STILL 
REMAINS OPTIMISTIC. PAID SPECIAL ATTENTION TO STATEMENT THAT 
SYRIAN-ISRAELI EFFORTS ARE REQUIRED OR A FOLLOW-ON AND 
THAT ANY NEXT STEP WITH EGYPT CANNOT BE ACHIEVED IN 
ISOLATION. 

2. MAIN SUBJECT ON HIS MIND. AS IT WAS WITH KING WHEN 

1 SAW HIM BRIEFLY MORNING JULY 14 AT AIRPORT. WAS 
QUESTION OF CONGRESSIONAL EFFORTS TO BLOCK HAWK AND 
AIR DEFENSE EQUIPMENT SALE TO JORDAN. 

3. RIFAI WAS CATEGORICAL ON TWO POINTS: (A) THAT 
JORDAN WOULD HAVE TO GO WHEREVER NECESSARY TO GET 
AIR DEFENSE EQUIPMENT. AT SOME COST IN ITS 
RELATIONS WITH SYRIA IT HAD HELD OUT FOR US EQUIPMENT. 

IT WANTED US EQUIPMENT AND WOULD PAY CASH AND 

WAS NOT ASKING FOR AID. BUT IF THE US COULD NOT HELP, AND IT 
WOULD BE A MOST SERIOUS DEVELOPMENT FOR THEM IF THE US 
COULD NOT, THEN THEY WOULD HAVE TO GO WHEREVER THEY COULD 
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THEN HAVE TO SACRIFICE ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE US TO 

ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH ITS ARAB FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS AND 

BACKERS. IT WOULD NOT BE A PLEASANT CHOICE, BUT 

IF PUT IN THAT POSITION ON VITAL ISSUE OF AIR DEFENSE, JORDAN 

WOULD HAVE NO OTHER ALTERNATIVE. SYRIAN PRIME MINISTER WOULD BE 

MEETING HIM ON JULY 28 IN THE FIRST JOINT HIGH COMMISSION 

MEETING AND THERE WOULD BE PRESSURE FOR STATIONING 

SYRIAN TROOPS HERE WHICH UP TO NOW HAD BEEN RESISTED 

ON THE BASIS THAT JORDAN WANTED AND WAS GETTING US 

AIR DEFENSE EQUIPMENT AND HAD NO NEED FOR SYRIAN HELP. 

A SECOND FACTOR (B) WAS THAT JORDAN HAD USED HAWK SALE AS 
AN ARGUMENT AGAINST A JOINT COMMAND WITH SYRIA MAKING IT 
Cl .EAR TO SYRIANS THAT COMMAND WOULD UNDERCUT 
GOJ'S ABILITY TO BUY HAWKS FROM THE US WHICH IT WANTED. 

IF US NOW REFUSED TO SELL, THEN REVERSE LOGIC WOULD APPLY 
AND THEN WOULD BE NO RATIONALE FOR JORDAN ON WHICH TO 
BASE ITS RESISTANCE TO SYRIAN INTEREST IN AND PRESSURE 
FOR A JOINT COMMAND. 

4. RIFAI CONCLUDED, AS KING HAS, THAT THIS IS MOST 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUE IN OUR RELATIONSHIP AND HARKED 
BACK TO THE SOVIET ARTILLERY DEAL IN 1969-1970 WHEN 
AT THE LAST MOMENT US CHANGED ITS MIND AND AGREED TO 
PROVIDE MILITARY SUPPORT FOR JORDAN IN A TIME OF 
INTENSE NEED, BUT WITH UNHAPPY RESULTS IN JORDAN'S 
RELATIONS WITH SOVIETS AND OTHER ARABS. 

PICKERING 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY ASSISTANCE, FOREIGN RELATIONS, NEGOTIATIONS, BRIEFING MATERIALS, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, CAT-C, 
CHEROKEE 07/15/75 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 JUL 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: KelleyWO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975AMMAN04769 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: P860035-0338, N750002-0102 

From: AMMAN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750753/aaaabvdc.tel 

Line Count: 88 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: 75 SECTO 6055 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 AUG 2003 by KelleyW0>; APPROVED <03 DEC 2003 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TALK WITH PRIME MINISTER 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, US, JO, XF, EG, UR, (RABIN, YITZHAK), (KISSINGER, HENRY A) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



